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RICHARDSONS DOMINATE AS GRIZ 
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MISSOULA--
Michael Ray and Michael John Richardson accounted for 86 points and 58 rebounds m  
weekend action as the Montana Grizzlies closed out the 1976-77 basketball campaign with a 
77-62 win over Weber State and a 76-58 victory over Northern Arizona.
The Grizzlies end the season with a 7-19 overall mark and a 6-8 Big Sky Conference 
record. Those records include the 11 forfeits as ruled by the Big Sky Conference, due to an
NCAA player ineligibility ruling.
Michael Ray, U M ’s 6-5 junior from Denver, scored 50 points and hauled in 26 rebounds in 
the two games. Michael John, playing in his last two games for Montana, netted 36 points 
and gathered in 32 rebounds. The 6-8 senior from Denver, along with 6-3 senior guard Ben 
DeMers, played before 14,000 Missoula fans over the weekend to end their four-year careers 
at the University of Montana.
"Our club played very well this weekend,” UM Head Basketball Coach Jim Brandenburg said 
"We all had a warm feeling about closing out the season in front of our home crowd and are 
happy that it was a successful weekend. I was especially pleased that our seniors played so 
well in their final outing."
The Grizzlies grabbed the lead with just over a minute left in the first half of the 
Weber State game and never relinquished it in going on to win the 77-62 ballgame. The 
Grizzlies and Wildcats split their two-game series this season. Michael Ray led all scoiers 
with 25-points. Michael John added 20 points and each Richardson picked off 15 rebounds.
Michael Ray scored 25 points again the next night in leading UM to a 76-58 win over 
Northern Arizona. The Griz also beat the Axers in Flagstaff earlier in the season, however 
that was one of UM's forfeit games.
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Michael John Richardson added 16 points and Ben DeMers tossed in 12 more to pace 
Montana. Michael John pulled in 17 rebounds and Michael Ray grabbed 11.
"NAU was committed to a zone defense with a reduced squad of only eight players and 
the tempo of the game was slowed down," Brandenburg said. "We had planned to run and attack 
and we became too impatient against the zone. In the second half, we were more patient and 
selective with our shots and were able to take the lead for good. Once we had a nine to 
eleven point lead, we were in control of the game. Anytime you have your club playing the 
final game at home, you know they want to go out in a blaze of glory and we wanted to keep 
the game tempo up for the players," Brandenburg said.
The UM coach had words of praise for his senior starters Michael John Richardson and 
Ben DeMers who had outstanding weekends in their final two games. Also, reserve senior guard 
Bill Hansen saw game action each night.
Juniors Michael Ray Richardson and Kirk Rocheleau will of course return to the Grizzly 
Den next season along with several underclassmen.
"I have high hopes for our sophomores and freshmen in the program," Brandenburg said.
The improvement of sophomores Craig Henkel, Charlie Yankus and Allan Nielsen is very dependant 
on each of them. Allan has been playing very well lately and needs to work on the weights 
during the off-season. Craig Henkel also needs to work with the weights and improve his 
shooting. I hope that Charlie will also work hard to be ready for next season."
As far as recruiting is concerned, Brandenburg says he and Assistant Coach Mike 
Montgomery are looking for good student-athletes "who are of good character and have the 
ability to play basketball at our level."
##
